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Little Compton Financial Town Meeting Procedures 
May 21, 2024 
Scott A. Morrison 
Town Moderator 

 The quorum for Financial Town Meeting (“FTM”) is five (5) percent of registered voters, as provided by Section 305 
of the Little Compton Home Rule Charter.  Please make every effort to remain until the end of the meeting. Our 
business is not complete until the tax levy and borrowing authority are approved.  

 Seating: Please remain seated during the meeting, except for purposes of debate and voting. The votes of anyone 
standing in back or along the side will not be recognized. In addition, non-voters should be seated in the roped-off 
area on the bleachers, unless the Moderator has previously given individuals permission to be seated elsewhere.  

 Powers of the moderator: Charter Section 305 provides that the “Town Moderator shall have all of the authority 
conferred upon moderators by State law in conducting and managing the business of Town meetings.” Section 45-
3-18 of the Rhode Island General Laws reads, in its entirety: “Every moderator has the power to manage and 
regulate the business of each meeting, conforming to law, and to maintain peace and good order at the meeting.”  

 Motions and amendments: The Charter (Section 502.A.) provides that the Budget Committee “shall have the 
primary responsibility for evaluation of all requests for appropriation by the Financial Town Meeting . . . and for 
presenting a proposed budget to the Annual Financial Town Meeting.” Thus, the Budget Committee will be 
recognized for the purposes of making the first motion (or “main motion”) on each warrant article involving the 
appropriation of funds. That motion, after receiving a second, will of course be subject to amendment. We will 
deal with and dispose of one amendment at a time. That is, we will not act on amendments to amendments. Any 
substantial amendment should be prepared and presented to the Moderator in written form. 

A motion for adoption of warrant articles in a group is permitted under Section 304 of the Home Rule Charter. 
However, amendment and debate of individual warrant items within such a grouping are also permitted. 
Amendments may also be offered to separate one or more warrant articles from a motion involving a group of 
articles.  Furthermore, amendments that encompass several articles may also be proposed. Finally, Section 304 
provides that “the order of items to be considered . . . may be changed by a two-thirds vote of the electors present 
and voting.” 

 Discussion and debate: If you wish to make a motion or speak to a motion, please come to a microphone on the 
floor. Please identify yourself when you speak. State law provides that all electors who “desire to be heard” on a 
motion are entitled to be heard—but electors are not entitled to be heard repeatedly or interminably. If you have 
been heard once on a question, you will not be recognized again unless and until all others speaking to that 
question have been heard. Any questions for town officials or others should be addressed to and through the 
Moderator.  All voters are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and civil manner. Comments directed at 
personalities will not be tolerated. 

 Voting: I will first ask for a voice vote on a question, calling for ayes and nays. If conclusive, I will declare the results 
of the vote. If I am in doubt on a voice vote, I will call for a standing vote, which will be counted by the tellers, two 
of whom will count each section. Remain standing until you are instructed by the tellers to be seated. Please be 
patient so that we can achieve an accurate vote count. Once I have declared the outcome of a voice or standing 
vote, there is no opportunity for a recount. 

 Voting by ballot: State law provides that “a vote shall be taken by ballot, if a ballot is called for and the call is 
seconded by at least one-fifth (1/5) of the electors who are qualified to vote on the pending question.” A motion 
for a vote by ballot must be made before I have called for and concluded a vote by other means, such as a voice or 
standing vote. In the event of a vote by ballot, we will use ballots and the optical-scanning voting machine 
provided to us by the Board of Elections. Please follow closely the direction of the tellers in voting section by 
section and row by row. The tellers will direct you to the outside aisles. You’ll then be handed a ballot. Mark it 
“yes” or “no” at one of the voting booths, insert it into the voting machine, and then return to your seat by the 
center aisle. 
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Voters of Little Compton, 

The Little Compton Budget Committee is pleased to present our recommended budget for fiscal year 
2024-2025, based on our intensive review of departmental budget requests, a citizen stroke and other 
expenditure requests, we are confident that this is a fiscally responsible budget. We have also reviewed the 
results of the yearly town financial audit as this information is crucial to our process. Enclosed is a list of each 
budget request along with the recommendation of the Budget Committee. 
This year’s Financial Town Meeting (FTM) will take place on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 7:00pm in the Wilbur 
McMahon School gymatorium. 

The Little Compton Budget Committee would like to thank all of the department heads, town officials, 
community organizations and concerned citizens who took the time to appear before the committee to present 
information and/or testimony critical to making an informed recommendation to the taxpayers of Little Compton. 

The Budget Committee has high confidence that the Town of Little Compton is in excellent financial 
standing. A vote in favor of the enclosed budget, with the recommendations of the Little Compton Budget 
Committee, will result in an approximate $0.12/per thousand dollar increase in the property tax rate for the Fiscal 
Year 2025. The Little Compton Budget Committee is focused on keeping property taxes low, while maintaining 
or enhancing our town services. 

The Budget Committee would like to highlight several items for discussion that are enclosed in this 
document. 

 
Article #5: The Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust (Ag Trust) has submitted a request to increase 
the transfer tax exemption amount from $300,000 to $450,000 while maintaining the existing 4% tax rate. This 
would take effect July 1, 2024. The Little Compton Budget Committee supports the mission of the Ag Trust to 
preserve land for agricultural and recreational use. Since its creation in 1985, the Ag Trust has acquired an 
extensive portfolio of properties, which has helped Little Compton maintain its rural character. However, current 
economic conditions have resulted in a decrease in the town’s population of young families, and as a result, a 
decline in student population at our school. New families who may wish to purchase a home in Little Compton 
are instead choosing more affordable options due to skyrocketing median home values, currently at 
$1,170,700.00 (Source: Little Compton Tax Assessor). For first-time (young) homebuyers, the transfer tax may 
be an additional financial burden on those that can afford to buy a home here. Using this tax income to buy 
undeveloped land and restrict development of new homes contributes to the Town’s overarching affordability 
and housing issues. Buying and preserving undeveloped land removes property from the tax roll and stunts 
future tax growth. Based on these factors, the opinion of the Budget Committee is that the transfer tax, at its 
current rate or at the new rate being proposed by the Ag Trust, contributes to Little Compton being an 
unaffordable destination for families and funds the restriction of new housing supply. The effects of this change 
can be revisited by the Ag Trust, Budget Committee, and public during the next budget season. At that time, the 
exemption and tax rates can be modified again, if necessary. 

 
Article #7: In 2023, a citizen stroke for the amount of $250,000.00 was presented for consideration and 
recommended by the Little Compton Budget Committee to repair/replace the tennis/pickleball courts. This citizen 
stroke was recommended to the taxpayers by the Budget Committee, based on the information presented that 
the $250,000.00 amount would cover both the engineering, planning and construction costs. The citizen stroke 
was approved by the voters at the 2023 Financial Town Meeting (FTM). The Recreation Committee, utilizing 
$25,000.00 of those funds approved by the taxpayers hired an engineering firm to conduct a study of the existing 
facilities to determine the estimated cost for repair/replacement. These findings were then presented to the 
Recreation Committee.  Unfortunately, the study found that the previous construction methods and materials 
used would not result in a product that would meet the pre-determined life expectancy. 

 
The engineering firm then presented four (4) repair/replacement options to the Recreation Committee, 

ranging in cost from $342,657.00 to $582,158.00, not including lighting. The Recreation Committee then voted to 
recommend a “post-tension” concrete replacement option at a cost of the  $582,158.00, not including the cost for 
the installation of lighting. The Town Council then voted to approve the recommendation of the Recreation 
Committee, based on the 25-year warranty of the option chosen. 

 
This year, the Budget Committee was presented with a second citizen stroke requesting the amount of 
$350,000.00 in additional funding towards this project. The new stroke, as written, states that the funds, if approved 
at Financial Town Meeting, would be allocated towards the “replacement of the tennis/pickleball court as well as 
the installation of a new lighting system”. This has put the Budget Committee in a difficult position. Based on the 
information received from the engineer, the discrepancy between the anticipated and the actual  
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costs of this project could unintentionally appear misleading to our taxpayers. In the opinion of the 
Budget Committee, the original 2023 citizen stroke was not presented before the town with any intent to deceive 
the taxpayers. The results of the engineering study simply reveal that the condition of the tennis/pickleball court 
was much worse than originally anticipated. The LC Budget Committee clearly understands the validity and 
demand for this project and it has our complete support. 

 
The Budget Committee is required, by Town Charter, to consider each citizen stroke, as written, when 

making a recommendation. The requested amount of this year’s citizen stroke ($350,000.00) combined with the 
remaining balance of the funds of ($225,000.00) approved last year, will not cover both the cost of the 
tennis/pickleball court replacement and the installation of lighting.  According to the engineer, the lighting is 
estimated to be around $137,000.00, for a total project cost of approximately $700,000.00. 

 
The LC Budget Committee believes that this project, and any other projects of this magnitude, that 

involves the town’s recreational facilities should be classified as a “Capital Improvement Project” under the 
oversight of the Recreation Committee with the funds for these projects allocated to the town capital budget. 
Funding for these projects should be accumulated over the course of several years from both the town and 
independent fundraising, as will be the case in this project. This would eliminate any sudden tax burden on the 
taxpayers by spreading out the projected costs over several years. 

 
After careful analysis of the engineering study and funding projections necessary to complete the full 

scope of this project, including lighting, the LC Budget Committee does not recommend, as written, the citizen 
stroke for the amount of $350,000.00. The LC Budget Committee does recommend that the taxpayers approve 
the sum of $175,000.00 to be appropriated to the Recreation Capital Improvement Fund routed through the 
Recreation Committee for allocation towards the overall cost of this project. The remaining balance of the funds 
from the 2023 citizen stroke should also be transferred into the capital fund to support this project 
($225,000.00). Revenues gathered through fundraising efforts should be allocated in a designated fund created 
by the Finance Director for this specific purpose. The Budget Committee wishes to convey the sentiment that, in 
future years, projects of this scope and magnitude, should be addressed by the Town Council, so the most 
expedient and efficient means of planning and funding can be attained. 
 
Article #14: The Little Compton Community Center has requested the amount of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) to support the Little Compton Senior Lunch Program, hosted each Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. The Director of the LC Community Center appeared before the Budget Committee to discuss their plan 
to increase the number of meals provided to Little Compton seniors to nine thousand-two hundred (9,200) 
meals this year, to satisfy the increasing demand. The Little Compton Community Center has been an 
outstanding partner, providing much needed nutrition to our seniors, while also providing an important 
opportunity for seniors to socialize with fellow community members. This also provides an opportunity for the 
town and community organizations to connect with our seniors and to make them aware of additional 
community events and outreach services. The Community Center is providing both their facilities and staff to 
support this program at no cost to the town. The Budget Committee has learned that the Community Center 
hosts this program at a significant expense to their own budget. Estimated to be around twenty-thousand dollars 
($20,000.00) each year. It is the opinion of the Budget Committee that the town should fund the complete cost 
of this program, allowing the LC Community Center to utilize their own funds to support other critical programs 
that support our youth, seniors and civic organizations. Based on these findings, the Budget Committee 
recommends an increase to the LC Community Center’s requested funding amount to thirty-thousand dollars 
($30,000.00) for Fiscal Year 2025. 

 
Article #15: The Little Compton Food Bank provides a critical service to both our seniors and our low-income 
families. This year, the LC Food Bank is requesting an amount of fifteen-thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to 
support their efforts for the Fiscal Year 2025. Representatives of the LC Food Bank appeared before the Budget 
Committee to discuss their efforts and plans for the upcoming year. The LC Food Bank has informed the Budget 
Committee that demand for their services is at an all-time high. Due to the current economic conditions and 
increased cost of living, many seniors and low- income families rely on the LC Food Bank for their basic 
nutritional needs. The LC Food Bank has also informed the Budget Committee that the requested amount of 
fifteen-thousand dollars ($15,000.00) would not be enough to realistically meet the demand of the community for 
the upcoming year, including the other financial support and donations they receive. We commend the staff LC 
Food Bank for their fiscally minded request, but understand that this program is vital to our community and 
needs to be funded appropriately. Therefore, the Budget Committee recommends an increase in the funding 
request from the Little Compton Food Bank to thirty thousand ($30,000.00) dollars for Fiscal Year 2025. 
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APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED

NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

1

Approve
2

Budget Comm. Rec: Approve
3

Budget Comm. Rec:  Approve
4

Budget Comm. Rec:  Approve
5

Budget Comm. Rec: Approve

6 ARPA FUNDING

Total Voting Amount: $677,838 $572,575 $572,575

Budget Comm. Rec:

7

Total Voting Amount: $250,000 $350,000 $175,000

 Budget Comm. Note:

APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED

NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

8

Total Voting Amount: $10,000 $15,000 $15,000

Budget Comm. Note:

350TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

This article was submitted by the Town Council on behalf of the LC350 Committee. 

Budget Comm. Rec:

ARTICLE 

To see if the town will appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand ($15,000.00) Dollars to assist in funding of Little 
Compton's 350th anniversary celebration in 2025. 

LC Agricultural Conservancy Trust

To authorize and direct the Town Finance Director to receive funds from the State of Rhode Island, the Federal 
Government, and private and other sources, and to credit these funds to the proper appropriated Town accounts or to 
other Town Meeting designated accounts.  Said funds so received would reimburse the Town for specific expenditures, 
or be in anticipation of specific expenditures within said accounts.  The expenditure of said funds so received exceeding 
$300,000, in total, from one source, or for one project or purpose, shall only be spent as authorized by vote of the Town 
Meeting or a Special Town Meeting. All other monies would continue to be deposited into the General Fund.

ARTICLE 

To see if the Town, pursuant to Sections 7 and 8 of Chapter 16 of the Rhode Island Public Laws of 1985, as amended 
(An Act Establishing the Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust"), will: increase the current transfer-tax 
exemption on real property transfers from $300,000 of the total purchase price to $450,000.  The $450,000 exemption 
and unchanged 4% tax rate will take effect upon approval by electors at Financial Town Meeting.  

To see if the town will appropriate the sum of Three Hundred, Fifty Thousand ($350,000) Dollars to replace the town 
tennis and pickleball courts and lights. 

To authorize the Town Council to expend the remaining sum of $572,575 of American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds to accelerate accomplishment of the town’s capital project plans, including (but not limited to) a public works 
building at the Transfer Station and $50,000.00 for development costs associated with 184 Colebrook Road for the 
acquisition of property of the LCHT. 

This article was submitted as a private citizen stroke and certified by the Board of 
Canvassers for inclusion on the warrant. Please see the Budget Committee letter.

Pickleball/Tennis Courts

To authorize the Town Finance Director to accept private donations to all private funds set up by the Little Compton 
Town Council.  Said funds to be expended only after approval of the various committees and authorization and approval 
of the Town Council.

To authorize the Reserve Fund to receive up to One Hundred Thousand ($100,000.00) Dollars from the accumulated 
revenues from the lease of the cell tower at the Transfer Station, subject in all respects to the conditions of the Little 
Compton Town Charter, Section 512. Authorized expenditures from the Reserve Fund in the current fiscal year are to be 
reimbursed from the cell tower lease revenues in the coming fiscal year.

To authorize the Little Compton Housing Trust to receive monies, including State and Federal grant monies, to receive 
or acquire any real or personal property, by grant, gift, bequest, purchase or devise and to convey or lease real estate 
and/or buildings, so long as such conveyances shall be in keeping with the purposes of the Housing Trust.  Said real or 
personal property may be held in any manner so long that said acquisition and improvement are consistent with the 
Mission of the Trust.  Furthermore, to authorize the Housing Trust to expend monies from the Housing Trust Fund 
during Fiscal Year 2025 for the purposes of the Trust, as provided in Section 2-9.2 of the Town Code and Section 710 
of the Home Rule Charter.

 

Effective 1st July of next fiscal year per Sections 7 and 8 of the enabling 
legislation - Town Solicitor's opinion. Please see Budget Committee letter.
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APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED

NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

9
Total Voting Amount: $10,000 $10,000 $10,000

Budget Comm. Note:

10 FRIENDS OF L.C. WELLNESS CENTER, INC.
Total Voting Amount: $10,000 $15,000 $15,000

Budget Comm. Note:

11 EAST BAY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM   
Total Voting Amount: $500 $750 $750

Budget Comm. Note:

12 PREVENTION COALITION
Total Voting Amount: $750 $1,000 $1,000

Budget Comm. Note:

13 EASTERN RI CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Total Voting Amount: $750 $1,000 $1,000

Budget Comm. Note:

14
$6,200 $10,000 $30,000

15
Total Voting Amount:  $5,200 $15,000 $30,000

16 SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES
Total Voting Amount: $15,900 $16,000 $16,000

17 SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
Total Voting Amount: $7,145 $7,731 $7,731

18
Total Voting Amount: $1,450,126 $1,494,590 $1,494,590

Estimated Distribution:
Salary, Chief $94,624 $96,516

Salaries $705,412 $734,398
Holiday Pay $44,830 $52,258

Court, OT,Vac,SkLv&OOR Pay $140,800 $134,800
Uniforms $21,000 $23,000

Education $20,010 $20,000
Maint,Gas,Off Sup & Tele $92,460 $91,660

Shift differential $4,500 $4,500
Convention expenses $2,500 $2,500

Service Contracts $34,060 $36,415
Accreditation $6,000 $6,000

Longevity $38,210 $34,262
Animal Control Fees & Expenses $5,500 $6,000

SUBTOTAL $1,209,906 $1,242,309

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars for the repair and maintenance of the 
Brownell House.

This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT

This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization. 

ARTICLE 

SENIOR MEAL PROGRAM @ LC COMMUNITY CENTER

Budget Comm. Note:  This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization.                  
Please see Budget Committee letter.

Budget Comm. Note:  This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization.                     
Please see Budget Committee letter. 

This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization. 

Total Voting Amount:

This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization. 

BROWNELL HOUSE

     Budget Comm. Note:  Please see Capital Plan pages beginning at page 16.

LITTLE COMPTON FOOD BANK

This article is submitted by the Town Council on behalf of a private organization. 
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APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

18 POLICE DEPARTMENT, continued
Clerk-Typist/Dispatchers:

Salaries $165,870 $169,189
Vacation & SkLv Rep Pay $30,600 $34,800

Holidays $11,200 $11,200
Weekend Replacement $22,000 $24,000

Differential $2,200 $2,200
Longevity 6,350 8,892

Training/Education 2,000 2,000
SUBTOTAL $240,220 $252,281

TOTAL REQUESTED $1,450,126 $1,494,590

Amounts from other Town Articles:
Health

$294,927 $287,295
Pension $201,917 $144,155

FICA $83,000 $89,500
Drug Forfeiture $0 $0

Total Police Dept. $2,029,970 $2,015,540

19 PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX
Total Voting Amount: $62,880 $62,880 $62,880

 

20
Total Voting Amount: $1,071,298 $1,159,381 $1,159,381

Estimated Distribution:
Salary, Chief $94,624 $96,516

Salaries, Part-Time 25,000 25,000
Salaries       644,802 706,581

Longevity 12,270 13,185
Holiday Pay 42,870 46,819

125,972 132,860
19,360 21,120

Uniform Allowance 15,000 16,800
Part-Timers Clothing 2,500 2,500

Training 20,000 22,000
Dept. Expenses 12,000 12,000

Service Contracts 15,000 16,000
Phone/Security 5,900 5,000

36,000 43,000
TOTAL REQUESTED $1,071,298 $1,159,381

Amounts from other Town Articles:
Health $193,439 $250,510

Pension $132,045 $103,015
FICA $73,000 $71,000

Ambulance Reimbursement $140,000 $140,000
Total Fire Dept. $1,609,782 $1,723,906

21 AMBULANCE REIMBURSEMENT 

Total Voting Amount: $140,000 $140,000 $140,000
$140,00022 ALFRED TEXCEIRA

Total Voting Amount: $1,000 $1,000 $1,000

To see if the Town will authorize the Ambulance Reimbursement Fund to receive and expend monies up to One 
Hundred Forty Thousand ($140,000) Dollars from reimbursement payments received from third party billers.  All 
revenues generated by said reimbursement payments shall be deposited in the Ambulance Reimbursement Fund and 
expended by the Town Council for Fire Department equipment and other related expenses.

Vehicle Maintenance/repair/fuel

ARTICLE 

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars, to add to the pension of Alfred 
Texceira as per the agreement dated May 31, 1989.

Active employees only OPEB not included 

Active employees only OPEB not included 

Cardiac/Paramedic Incent.
Vac, Sick & Overtime Repl.

Budget Comm. Note:  Please see Capital Plan pages beginning at page 16.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Budget Comm. Note:  Please see Capital Plan pages beginning at page 16.    
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ARTICLE APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

23 LEONARD CORRAO 

Total Voting Amount: $18,915 $18,915 $18,915

24 SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
Total Voting Amount: $8,352,101 $8,571,725 $8,571,725

Town Share: $7,815,947 $8,050,425 $8,050,425
Budget Comm. Note:

Included in Pension Stroke: $106,174 $78,687

25 SCHOOL RENOVATION PROJECT-BOND DEBT

Total Voting Amount: $854,188 $852,588 $852,588

26

Budget Comm. Rec.: Approve
 

27 TOWN CLERK

Total Voting Amount: $166,404 $172,315 $172,315

Budget Comm. Note:
Estimated Distribution:

Salary, Town Clerk 66,780 70,000
Salary, Deputy Town Clerk 43,722 44,596

Salary, Full time clerk 39,371 40,158
Longevity 1,531 1,561

13,000 14,000
Document preservation 2,000 2,000
TOTAL REQUESTED 166,404 $172,315

28 TOWN CLERK
 

Budget Committee Rec.: Approve

29 BOARD OF CANVASSERS
Total Voting Amount: $16,000 $16,000 $16,000

Budget Comm. Note:

30 BUDGET 
Total Voting Amount: $9,500 $9,500 $9,500

Budget Comm. Note:

31 TOWN FINANCE DIRECTOR
Total Voting Amount: $131,188 $135,159 $135,159

Budget Comm. Note:
Estimated Distribution:

Salary, Finance Director $69,317 $71,000
Salary/Clerk 39,371 40,159
Service Contracts 12,500 15,000
Training/Education 2,000
Department Expenses 10,000 7,000

TOTAL REQUESTED $131,188 $135,159

Printing and mailing of Budget Committee Report and services of Secretary to Board.

To see if the Town will appropriate Eighteen Thousand, Nine Hundred Fifteen ($18,915.00) Dollars to pay the salary for 
disabled fire fighter Leonard Corrao for the ensuing year.

To see if the Town will appropriate for the School Department the use of all additional funds received from other 
sources allocated for the school department. 

To see if the Town will appropriate for the Town Clerk’s office use all additional monies received to repair and maintain 
Town Records, pursuant to Section 42-8.1-20, RI Historical Records Trust and Section 34-13-7,c General Laws of 
Rhode Island, 1956 as amended.

OT, office exp, dog lic. & tags

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Eight Hundred Fifty Four Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty Eight 
($854,988.00) Dollars for the annual principal and interest payments on the bond issued to fund the school renovation. 

See comments found in Budget Committee letter.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

FY2025 Budget Committee Report 10

FY2025 Budget Committee Report 26



11

ARTICLE APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

32 TAX ASSESSOR
Total Voting Amount: $128,037 $130,367 $130,367
Estimated Distribution:

Salary $66,000 $69,500
Clerk                      39,371 $40,158

Longevity                        2,166 $2,209
Office Expense                        8,000 $6,000

Training/Education                        4,000 $4,000
Service Contracts                        6,000 $6,000

Tax Maps & Engineering                        2,500 $2,500
TOTAL REQUESTED $128,037 $130,367

33 TAX ASSESSOR-REVALUATION

Total Voting Amount: $45,000 $45,000 $45,000

34 WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY

Total Voting Amount: $10,000 $10,000 $10,000

35 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

Total Voting Amount: $435,000 $250,000 $250,000
 

36 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BOND DEBT

Total Voting Amount: $239,968 $236,114 $236,114

37 TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Total Voting Amount: $85,947 $88,094 $88,094
Estimated Distribution:

Salary $77,367 $78,914
Phone/Security $780 $780

Admin. Assistant $6,000 $6,500
Dept. Expenses                        1,800 $1,900 

TOTAL REQUESTED $85,947 $88,094 

38 TOWN COUNCIL
Total Voting Amount: $20,428 $20,428 $20,428
Estimated Distribution:

Salary, President 5,200 5,200
Salary, Councilmen (4) 8,528 8,528

Dept. Expense 3,800 3,800
Town Code Additions 2,900 2,900

TOTAL REQUESTED 20,428 20,428

39 BUILDING DEPARTMENT/ZONING OFFICIAL 
Total Voting Amount: $85,430 $96,304 $96,304
Estimated Distribution:

Salary 71,180 82,054
Expenses - Mileage, 

Tele., Office Supplies & 
Misc. 14,250 14,250

TOTAL REQUESTED 85,430 96,304

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Forty Five Thousand ($45,000.00) Dollars to be held in a special fund 
toward conducting the town's statistical revaluation in 2024 in accordance with section 44-5-11.6 of the General Laws 
of RI.

To see if the Town will appropriate a sum not to exceed Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, to pay maintenance contract obligations on the Wastewater Treatment Facility. 

   Budget Comm. Note:  Please see Capital Plan pages beginning at page 16.

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Two Hundred Thirty Six Thousand, One Hundred Fourteen 
($236,114.00) Dollars for the annual principal and interest payments on the bond issued to fund capital improvement 
projects.   

To see if the Town will appropriate Two Hundred Fifty Thousand ($250,000.00) Dollars for a capital expenditure fund 
to be used for the general repairs and improvements to Town buildings and for any capital improvement deemed 
necessary.
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ARTICLE APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

40 INSPECTORS
Total Voting Amount: $30,000 $37,000 $37,000

Budget Comm. Note:

41
Total Voting Amount: $45,000 $50,500 $50,500

Budget Comm. Note:
Estimated Distribution:

Charter Review Commission $1,000 $1,000
Planning Board                        3,500                                       8,500 

Zoning Board of Review                        5,000                                       5,000 
PT Clerk Planning and Zoning                        8,500                                       9,000 

LC Housing Trust                      20,000                                     20,000 
Conservation Commission                        7,000                                       7,000 

TOTAL REQUESTED $45,000 $50,500

42 TOWN BEACH

Total Voting Amount: $268,640 $316,200 $316,200
Budget Comm. Note:

43 BEACH CAPITAL BUDGET

Total Voting Amount: $14,000 $14,000 $14,000

44 HEALTH BENEFITS

Total Voting Amount: $895,706 $956,384 $956,384

Active Employees $722,887 $795,789
Retired Employees $172,819 $160,595

Breakdown Active:
Police $191,591 $181,894

Dispatch 103,336                  105,401                                 
Fire 193,439                  250,510                                 

Municipal 234,521                  257,984                                 
OPEB: $722,887 $795,789

Breakdown Retirees:
Police Retirees $84,795 $78,797

Fire Retirees 77,039                    71,590                                   
Municipal Retirees 10,985                    10,208                                   

$172,819 $160,595

Total $895,706 $956,384

45
Total Voting Amount: $248,808 $258,319 $258,319

Budget Comm. Note:
Breakdown:

Police $65,500 $69,500
Dispatch 17,500                    20,000                                   

Fire 73,000                    71,000                                   
Municipal 92,808                    97,796                                   

Total $248,808 $258,296

46 INSURANCE
Total Voting Amount: $158,112 $173,257 $173,257

47 LEGAL SERVICES
Total Voting Amount: $128,680 $123,000 $123,000

Estimated Distribution:
Town Solicitor $85,000 $85,000

Other legal services & litigation $43,680 $38,000
TOTAL REQUESTED $128,680 $123,000

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Fourteen Thousand ($14,000.00) Dollars to cover the 2023/24 Capital 
Budget spread. 

ADVISORY BOARDS

F.I.C.A., Misc. Benefits

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Three Hundred Sixteen Thousand, Two Hundred ($316,200.00) Dollars, 
generated by the current fiscal year's Town Beach revenues, for the operation of the Town Beaches in the ensuing fiscal 
year.

Town's matching portion of FICA for Town Employees
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ARTICLE APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

48 INCIDENTAL & EMERGENCY
Total Voting Amount: $125,000 $171,420 $171,420

Budget Comm. Note:

49 TOWN HALL
Total Voting Amount: $50,400 $54,400 $54,400

Budget Comm. Note:

50 HARBOR MANAGEMENT FUND
 

Budget Committee Rec.: Approve
 Budget Comm. Note:

51 PENSION

$537,861 $398,819

$18,010 $18,000
Total Voting Amount: $555,871 $416,819 $416,819

 
Breakdown:

Police $175,720 $126,705
Dispatch 26,197                    $17,450

Fire 132,045                  $103,015
Municipal 97,725                    $72,962

School 106,174                  $78,687
Total $537,861 $398,819

52
Total Voting Amount: $245,786 $257,293 $257,293

Budget Comm. Note:
Estimated Distribution:

Contract Hauling $115,568 $115,568
Solid Waste Management                    112,000                                   120,000 

Electric, Telephone & Misc.                      18,218                                     21,725 
TOTAL REQUESTED $245,786 $257,293

53 DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Total Voting Amount: $271,415 $273,104 $273,104

Estimated Distribution:
Salaries 225,207 200,131

Longevity 4,528 4,773
Material,Parts,Equip. 41,680 68,200

TOTAL REQUESTED 271,415 273,104

54 HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENTTotal Voting Amount: $255,700 $266,300 $266,300

 Budget Comm. Note:

Fund to collect Harbor revenue. Separate fund for harbor only required per Federal Law. Covers expenses for 
Harbor Master, harbor facility maintenance/ repair, and funding towards a dredging fund.

Budget Comm. Note:  Please see Capital Plan pages beginning at page 16.

TRANSFER STATION

Pension Plan contribution

To be spent at the discretion of the Town Council

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Four Hundred Sixteen Thousand, Eight Hundred Nineteen ($416,819.00) 
Dollars as the Town contribution to the Pension Plan and cover contractual obligations for employee benefits for the 
ensuing year, and to accept the Annual Report of the Pension Committee.

Budget request covers heat, utilities and maintenance/ repair. 

To see if the Town will authorize the Harbor Management Fund (the “Fund”) to receive and expend monies for harbor related purposes.  All 
revenues generated by Town boat launching fees, mooring permit fees, qualified mooring inspectors, and all other fees and fines received in 
connection with the Fund ordinance shall be deposited into the Fund and expended by the Town Council with the advice of the Harbor 
Commission. Funds shall be disbursed for purposes directly associated with the management and implementation of the Town's Harbor 
Management Plan and the Harbor Management Fund Ordinance. Monies from the Fund shall be allocated to the Harbor Master and/or his 
designee, subject to Town Council approval, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the Town's Harbor Management Plan and/or the 
Fund ordinance. 

Pension Matching benefits
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ARTICLE APPROPRIATED REQUESTED RECOMMENDED
NO. ITEM 2023-2024 2024-2025 2024-2025

55 TREE WARDEN
Total Voting Amount: $35,310 $35,000 $35,000

56
Total Voting Amount: $177,500 $169,000 $169,000

Budget Comm. Note: The Town shares in the cost of the School Director of IT based on time needed.

57 AUDITING
Total Voting Amount: $34,000 $35,000 $35,000

Budget Comm. Note:

58 LIBRARY
Total Voting Amount: $193,352 $193,410 $193,410

Budget Comm. Note:

59 STREET LIGHTS
Total Voting Amount: $8,820 $9,000 $9,000

60 PROBATE JUDGE
Total Voting Amount: $6,140 $6,525 $6,525
Estimated Distribution:

Salary $6,005 $6,125
Tel and Office Expenses 135 400

6,140 6,525
61 I.O.O.F./32 COMMONS MEETING HALL

Total Voting Amount: $7,000 $8,950 $8,950
Budget Comm. Note:

62

Total Voting Amount: $55,500 $62,000 $62,000

63 Approve

64 Approve

 

$15,000  

65
BUDGET COMMITTEE

Budget Comm. Rec:

COMPUTER SERVICES

CIVIC RECREATION

Town's share of annual audit of financial books

To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of Sixty Two Thousand ($62,000.00) Dollars for the employee 
compensation, equipment and supplies to be expended for the Town gymnasium recreation programs, for maintenance 
of Town recreational fields and facilities, and for the provision of portable sanitary facilities for recreational fields.                                

To authorize the Town Finance Director to borrow from time to time a certain sum of money in anticipation of taxes, 
and give the negotiable note or notes of the Town therefor.

Oil, Electricity, Misc. Expenses

To order a tax to be levied and assessed on the ratable property in said Town and the inhabitants thereof for the 2024 tax 
year for the payment of the Town debts and interest, for the support of schools, for the support and maintenance of the 
poor, for the building, repairing and amending of highways, for the improvement in manner deemed fit of any property 
belonging to the Town, for all necessary charges and expenses whatsoever arising within said Town, whether incidental 
or not to the above, and for any and all purposes authorized by law.

Elections to be held at the Annual Financial Town Meeting
Vote for 2 candidates

CANDIDATES HAVE THROUGH April 30, 4 pm to file.   All candidate names will appear in the Sakonnet Times prior 
to the Town Meeting. 

Articles not requested in FY2025 

Budget Comm. Rec:
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APPROPRIATED RECOMMENDED
2023-2024 2024-2025

$17,465,595 $17,698,722
 

ESTIMATED REVENUES
2023-2024 2024-2025

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES $17,465,595 $17,678,722

Estimated Town Resources
Property Taxes* $13,537,209 $14,068,229

Delinquent Property Tax Rev $150,000 $250,000
Town Administration Fees $325,000 $275,000

Town Beach Fees $210,000 $215,000
Building Fees $195,000 $140,000

Cell Tower Fees $48,500 $49,000
Investments and Other Income $7,500 $5,000

Newport Cty Reg Spec Ed Program $121,000 $71,000
General Fund Appropriation $1,445,889 $1,116,796

Sub-total $16,040,098 $16,190,025

Estimated State Resources
School Renovation Reimbursement $331,719 $331,098

Education Aid $361,154 $334,800
Out of District Tuition $54,000 $115,500

Telephone Tax   $43,310 $47,712
Hotel Tax $38,763 $41,952

Meal Tax   $69,776 $66,458
$366,775 $366,775

Tangible Tax Reimbursement $0 $44,402
Sub-total $1,265,497 $1,348,697  

Housing Trust Fund $20,000 $20,000
Special Funds: Drug Forfeiture $0 $0

Ambulance Reimbursement $140,000 $140,000

TAX BASE 2023-2024 2024-2025  
Real Estate $2,703,263,062 $2,749,508,126

Tangible $13,006,427 $10,154,035

Total Tax Base $2,716,269,489 $2,759,662,161

PROPERTY TAXES

Property Tax Rates Approp Tax Rate Req Tax Rate
Real Estate $4.96 $5.08

Tangible $9.92 $9.92

Property Tax Revenue Req Taxes
Real Estate 13,408,185 13,967,501

Tangible 129,024 100,728

Net Property Taxes $13,537,209 $14,068,229

Tax Levy Increase 2.48% 3.92%
Tax Levy Cap 4.00% 4.00%

Motor Vehicle Tax Reimbursement   
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